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Is one type of group more “correct”? NO! Both groups meet the style of the women where they are in location, time, 

and season of life. And that, my dear Sisters-in-Christ, is what each of your local groups needs to find—the balance of 

Bible study, service, fellowship, and the opportunity to give Mite Offerings to support the “big-picture” purposes of 

Lutheran Women in Mission.  

That is what makes LWML unique—there is NOT only one “right way” of meeting together. DO WHAT WORKS FOR 

YOUR GROUP! Be CREATIVE in trying new ideas. CONSIDER the new Mailbox Member program to reach more women! 

Be open to CHANGE! As we learned at the 2019 Kansas Assembly of Leaders, we are to “Follow the Leader.” That 

Leader we follow is Jesus Christ. When we keep our eyes, our hearts, our minds, and our service focused on Him, the 

rest will fall into place.  

Continuing to look for ways to encourage other women to join with us—Lutheran Women – in Mission! 

 

President Brenda Piester | president@kansaslwml.org  

It is with humble joy that we announce to you that five Kansas Lutheran Women in Mission have accepted appointments 
to serve LWML at the national level: 
  

Susan Brunkow, Manhattan (former Oklahoma District President), has been appointed to fill the remaining two years 
of the term of Vice President of Christian Life. The position was previously held by Jennifer Huecker who had to step 
down due to health reasons. 
  

Karen Morrison, Wichita (Kansas District President from 2012-2016), will serve on the Gospel Outreach Committee. 
  

Kristen Brunkow O'Shea, Topeka (Young Woman Representative to Mobile), will serve on the Committee on Young 
Women.  
  

Eden Keefe, Overland Park (LWML Vice President of Christian Life 2013-2017), will serve as the Christian Living editor 
for the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly. 
  

Brenda Piester, Coats (Kansas District President 2016-present), will serve on the Growth and Development Committee.  
  

You may read the entire news release and the rest of the appointments at http://www.lwml.org/posts/news/enews-268 

Please keep these women in your prayers for safe travels to the LWML Interdepartmental Meeting in St. Louis from 

October 23-26, and pray that their work may be Christ-centered and Mission-minded as they "Serve the Lord with 

gladness." 
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The Tour de France may be the most well-known bicycle race of our time. Bicyclists compete 23 days. This 
year they rode 2091 miles beginning in Brussels, Belgium, and traveled south in France, and then circled 
north to conclude in Paris. Egan Bernal, of Australia, became the youngest champion in decades, when he 
completed the race this year at age 22. Every day for three weeks, we are shown news video of the beautiful 
countryside as racers travel through much of France. 

Joshua Robinson wrote a back story for the Tour  de  France  in  The  New York Times, with a headline: 
“White paint keeps race rated G.” (July 24, 2019) Their early morning responsibilities were to whitewash or 
camouflage obscene messages or political slurs that appear along the roadways and trails the bicyclists 
travel. They were to make sure the road service was fit for a global television audience. That meant no 
political messages, no rude words, and especially, no genitalia. They are known as the Tour’s “Erasers”, 
although whitewashers might be more appropriate. They wake up at the crack of dawn with a bucket of 
paint and some rollers. 

One of the men explained, “You can’t stop human stupidity,” when he was asked about the reason why 
people draw obscene or political messages.  The team can be quite creative, turning obscene drawings into 
something else, such as an owl or a butterfly, and at other times they simply paint giant white blocks in the 
road to cover over the offensive graffiti. The point of the article is that they must do it every single morning 
of the race. And the job is important every single year. It must be applied again and again. 

There is something to learn from this. Human ingenuity, sinful ingenuity, always reveals itself. Sin is like that, 
in that it does not simply quit or go away. It is perverse, crude, and disgusting to others. The blood of Jesus 
covers us. And we need Him each day to make us presentable to the world, and to our heavenly Father. 

The hymnwriter Horatio Bonar declares:  

“Thy righteousness, O Christ, alone can cover me;  

No righteousness avails save that which is of Thee”  (LSB 565) 

 

Live as God’s pure and beautiful child!  

Pastor Grimm  

“Let him know that whoever brings back a sinner 

from his wandering will save his soul from death 

and will cover a multitude of sins.” James 5:20 

 



Shelly Keller 

VP of Communication 

communication@kansaslwml.org 

COMMUNICATION 
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Plan on checking out the LWML 

Store at the Christian Life Retreat in 

Salina.  Kathie Thurman will have the 

Store available both days. 



The Kansas Sonshine Page 5 

CHRISTIAN 

LIFE 
ORGANIZATIONAL 

RESOURCES 

Elaine Engelman 

VP of Organizational Resources 

resources@kansaslwml.org 

Dear Bitsy, Our society is having trouble deciding the best time to meet.  Our older members don’t like to drive at night 
and the young women we’d like to invite work during the day.  Any suggestions?  Undecided 

  
Dear Undecided, Your group is not alone in this quandary and I wish there was a pat answer.  I can share what has 
worked with some other groups that I have visited and maybe it will spark an idea that will work with your unique 
group of Lutheran Women in Mission. 

·         Group One has several small groups within their big group.  The small groups set their own meeting 
times and places; they may or may not serve refreshments.  They try very hard not to meet for more 
than an hour at a time.  They have small groups for Bible Study (one morning and one evening), sewing 
groups to make small Baptismal banners and large banners for church use, quilters, those who crochet 
plastic mats for the homeless, altar care, and service projects such as assembling Lutheran World Relief 
kits.  Then once a quarter—February, May, September, and December—the large group meets for a 
fellowship meal and to share what everyone has been doing and to be sure they are meeting as many 
needs as they are able.  This is when they “officially” collect mites, but mite donations can be made to 
the treasurer any time. 
·         Group Two meets on Saturdays and they alternate monthly meetings between Bible Study/
business and service projects/business.  They also keep their meetings to an hour or less and they 
provide babysitting for any who might need it.  They send out an agenda by email and/or snail mail at 
least a week before a meeting so everyone has a chance to prepare reports and get questions ready, 
because the business section of the get together is held to no more than 15 minutes.  They don’t serve 
refreshments, but do have snacks for the children. 
·         Group Three meets for monthly Bible Study/business during the day.  They serve refreshments first 
during a 30 minute fellowship time.  Four times a year they plan a meal and invite all the women of the 
congregation.  They have some kind of planned program (a local hand bell choir, the police chief on 
personal safety, a local historian, the high school show choir, etc.) and they have information available 
about LWML in general and their group in particular.  They always ask for suggestions on future 
programs and for ideas on service projects within the congregation.  Their goal is to involve one new 
person in one activity per year. 

It seems the groups with the most success stories are those who find out the interests of the women of their 

congregation and then look for ways to incorporate those interests into programs or service projects.  These groups 

are willing to accept that it isn’t necessary to have a business meeting every time they get together, but it is vital to 

begin with a devotion and/or prayer. They experiment, try new things, expect and accept some failures, but don’t quit 

trying just because this time, this way it didn’t work.  God bless your efforts as you continue to Serve the Lord with 

Gladness!  Bitsy 



CARING SERVICE 
Laura Hunter 

VP of Caring Service 

caringservice@kansaslwml.org 
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KAOL Ingathering 

Our sincere thanks for all of the items donated for the KAOL ingathering for the Grace Lutheran Food 
Pantry in Wichita and for the Orphan Grain Train Warehouse in Wichita.  These items will be a blessing 
to all who receive them in the Name of Jesus.  Following is a list of the items received. 

Betty Amey, Caring Service Chairman 

 
Grace Lutheran Food Pantry 

Toilet Paper rolls  148 

Bars of Soap  122 

Dish Soap      21 

Laundry Soap    10 

Paper Towels      4 

Canned fruit      9 

Applesauce    11 

Tuna       34 

Peanut Butter    25 

Jelly     11 

Mac & Cheese    44 

Pancake Mix    30 

Pancake Syrup      6 

Crackers      10 

Canned Vegetables   65 

Spaghetti Sauce    25 

Spaghetti pkg.    21 

Canned soup    42 

Flour pkg.         7 

Sugar       7 

Rice           6 

Cereal     10 

Dry beans        5 

Boxed meals    16 

Misc.       18 

Cash/gift cards Food Pantry $95 

Cash/gift cards for OGT $125 

Sherry Fick, Sharon Daugherty, volunteer, Betty Amey, Carol Nix, Kathy Heiniger. 

Orphan Grain Train 

Socks              133 

Underwear             174 

Diapers              680 

Bandages pkg.             102 

Sanitary Products              66 

Toothbrushes            176 

Toothpaste              99 

Glue sticks              41 

Coloring books              49 

 

 

Crayon pkg.           141 

Markers pkg.                     48 

Protractors              62 

Constr, Paper pkg.            65 

Notebooks            145 

Scissors                              70 

Backpacks              15 

Rulers                 1 

Pens & pencils            lots 

Toys                              15 

Erasers                 2 

Medical equipment 51 

Combs   17 

Hygiene kits  27 

Quilts   52 

Bibles     3 

Stamps 

Literature for the Fair booth 



 

 

 

Allison Lehmann 

VP of Christian Life 

christianlife@kansaslwml.org 

CHRISTIAN 

LIFE 
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We hope all of you can join us at our Christian Life Retreat with the theme "Fearless Women, Redefining 
Beauty Boldly."  Our committee has visited the site and has been in contact with Heidi Goehmann and we 
are really excited for this engaging and uplifting weekend!  The registration form is included in this Sonshine 
and is available at www.kansaslwml.org.  Though the registration deadline has passed, we will still accept 
registrations. Please mail them in immediately, and we will make every attempt to secure meals and rooms.  
You won't want to miss this great opportunity to grow in your faith and make connections with your LWML 
sisters from all across Kansas. 

Concordia Publishing House has 

partnered with Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League to bring you an 

updated shopping experience while 

still providing the full range of 

LWML products and resources. 

National LWML has a National 

LWML Pinterest page.  Check 

out the great  resources! 

Kansas LWML is on 

Facebook!  Be sure to “like” 

our page.  You can also 

follow the National LWML 

on their Facebook page too!  

Join today. 

http://www.kansaslwml.org


Ella Schempp 

Financial Secretary 

12601 W. 60th St. 

Shawnee, KS  66216 

financialsecretary@kansaslwml.org 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
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NEW Leader Development Fund Established for the Kansas District 

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce the creation of a new Leader Development Fund for use in the Kansas District. 

The initial funds came from any "overages" held in the District Treasury following the 2016 and 2018 Conventions and from the 

2017 Christian Life Retreat. (Being good stewards of registration fees for these events means the District operated in the black 

and had some money remaining after all expenses were paid.) NO Mite Offerings were used to fund the account. The purpose of 

the fund is to pay expenses toward developing Lutheran Women in Mission as leaders in the Kansas District. The first 

expenditure from the account was to pay the Zones $150 toward the registration fees for their Zone Delegates to the Mobile 

Convention. At the Kansas Assembly of Leaders, each group/society was presented with the new "Mailbox Member" materials to 

use to reach out to all women in their congregations, and the cost of printing these notebooks was from the Leader 

Development Fund. Donations are accepted for this fund in the same way as to the Student Financial Aid Fund or for the God's 

Gracious Gifts Fund. If you have questions, please contact President Brenda Piester. Thank you! 



2019-2020 Student Financial Aid Recipients 
LWML Kansas District 

Twenty-two students from the Kansas district are receiving financial aid from LWML Kansas 
District.  A total of $20,300 will be disbursed for the 2019-2020 school year.  We thank God 
for their commitment and willingness to serve fulltime in our churches!  

 Name                        School                                             Home Congregation 

Jesse Schultz    CU Chicago    Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

Jennifer Horne       CU Nebraska   Immanuel, Canton 

Madison Chiapetta    CU Wisconsin   Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

Ramon Ontiveros  CU Nebraska   St. Matthew, Nortonville 

Hanna Elsey              CU Irvine    Faith, Topeka 

Jordan Mahken  CU Wisconsin   Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

Mikayla Lowe  CU Nebraska   Trinity, Atchison 

Broderick Schofield CU Nebraska   Bethlehem, Sylvan Grove 

Stephanie Hatesohl CU Chicago    Bethany, Overland Park 

Josiah Schultz  CU Chicago    Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

Natasha Bonine          CU Nebraska    St. Paul’s Haven 

Makayla Kosberg       CU Nebraska   Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

Olivia Johnson           CU Nebraska   Bethany, Overland Park 

Leah Werling              CU Nebraska    Trinity, Salina 

Mary Schultz             CU Wisconsin   Bethany, Overland Park 

Kaleb Weinfauf          CUNE/CSFW    Risen Savior Basehor 

Joshua Brandmahl     CSFW     St. John’s Topeka 

Jacob Rhodes           CSL     Ascension, Wichita 

Jaron Melin                CSL     Holy Cross, Wichita 

Brendon Moore         CSL     Ascension, Wichita  

Christian Schultz        CSFW     St. John, Alma 

Brian Doel                   CSL     Hope, Shawnee 

 

Lisa Brack 
LWML Kansas District Gospel Outreach Committee and Student Financial Aid Chairman  
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SOCIETY NEWS 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

A group of LWML ladies from Immanuel Lutheran, Netawaka, of the Northeast Zone, went on a field trip in 
July and visited Risen Savior Lutheran Church in Basehor, KS.  They toured the facility, and Pastor Weinkauf 
explained the theology behind the architectural features of this beautiful church. 

Front Row:  Pastor Robert Weinkauf, Nancy Schumann, Angela Strube, Marcia Coufal, Pastor Van Velzer.   
Second Row:  Esther Ideker, Elizabeth Handke, Janet Amon, Joyce Strube. 
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2019 Zone Fall Meetings  

 

September 21:  Manhattan Zone 

October 5:  Southwest Zone 

October 12: Herington Zone, Kansas City CrossRoads Zone, Northeast Zone, Northwest 

Zone, Southeast Zone, Topeka Zone 

October 13: Lincoln Zone 

October 19: Hutchinson Zone, Wichita Zone 

October 20: Linn Zone 

Just a reminder to each zone to please submit an article for the January Sonshine 

regarding your fall event! 

Out of over 3000 women at LWML Convention in 
Mobile, AL, and probably 5000 photos taken, this is 
the one that the LCMS put on the front page of The 
Reporter.  The two delegates shown are Amanda 
West and Chyleen Pauesick from the Kansas City 
CrossRoads Zone.   

 ZONE NEWS 

Upcoming National LWML Conventions: 
 2021 — Lexington, Kentucky — June 24–27 
 2023 — Milwaukee, Wisconsin — June 22–25 
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Special Focus Ministries News  

It is time to start thinking about choosing Young Woman Representatives (YWRs) for the 2020 Kansas 

District Convention! Each zone may choose up to two young women (between the ages of 20-35) to attend 

the 2020 District Convention in Topeka. The Special Focus Ministries Committee has already begun planning 

special events for these young women during the convention. We will also have activities for teens at the 

convention. The YWR application is included in this issue of the Sonshine and is also available on the 

website. Please encourage the young women of your congregations (or even someone you know from 

across the state!) to apply for this great opportunity to learn more about LWML. The application deadline is 

January 15, 2020. 

T-shirt sales are also in full swing already! We sold several shirts at the Kansas Assembly of Leaders this 

summer, and we will have them available again at the Christian Life Retreat in Salina. If we don’t have your 

size in stock or if you won’t be at the retreat, the order form is included in this issue of the Sonshine. All 

shirts that are ordered will be available when you check in at the district convention in the spring. 

Convention tote bags will also be available to order for the 2020 convention. Look for more details and the 

order form in the next issue of the Sonshine. 

2020 LWML Kansas District Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus..." - Hebrews 12:2 

Friday, April 17 – Sunday, April 19, 2020  

Topeka Capitol Plaza Hotel—Topeka, Kansas 

  Convention Goal Statement: 

  As we focus on Jesus with 2020 vision, we will 

  * See the Author of our faith more clearly 

  * Open our eyes to the joy of enduring crosses daily, and 

  * Share with others the vision of the glory of God. 
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YOUNG WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

DISTRICT CONVENTION 

 

What is a Young Woman Representative?  A YWR is a young woman who represents her church, society, zone and district for 

the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML); she does not have to be a member of LWML!  She will attend the District 

convention as a special guest and have the opportunity to see how the LWML operates in its missionary service.  More importantly, 

she is mentored on how to develop a strong relationship with God and others through her work in LWML. 

 

Who may apply?   

1. She must be a mature young woman between the age of 20-35, who is a member of the Kansas District Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod.   

2. She must be able to be away from home and/or work for the entire convention. 

 

What can the YWR expect from the experience? 

1. She will be given a “mountain-top” experience that will be spiritually uplifting, inspiring, fun-filled, and entertaining. 

2. She will participate in worship services, the banner procession, a mentor lunch, and many special YWR activities.  The 

days are busy and long! 

3. She will be a special guest at the convention. Her LWML Zone will cover registration, travel, housing, and meal package 

costs.  

 

What can the District expect of the YWR? 

1. The YWR will be encouraged to become an active participant in her society, zone or  

the district and will be encouraged to share her knowledge of LWML with other women. 

2. The YWR will be encouraged to prayerfully consider completing a Personnel Resource Profile after the convention for 

future involvement in the LWML Kansas District. 

 

How to apply:  

1. The Young Woman Representative applicant should complete the application online at www.kansaslwml.org or by filling 

out the attached form. All applications need to be completed and sent prior to January 15, 2020. 

 Zone President Name ______________________________________________________ 

 Address_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # _______________________ Email ____________________________________ 

2. Zone Presidents should notify all applicants as to whether they have been selected by February 1, 2020. 

 

Questions?  Contact Jill Kruse @ 620-242-3412 

jkruse@jayhawkpl.com 

Special Focus Ministries Committee 

LWML Kansas District 

Jill Lowe, Vice-President 

Jill Kruse, Chairman 
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YOUNG WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE APPLICATION 

LWML KANSAS DISTRICT CONVENTION 2020 

April 17-19, 2020, Topeka, KS 

 

 

Name _________________________________________________________ Age __________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City _______________________________________, Kansas  Zip Code ____________________ 

 

Phone # ___________________________________________ [   ] cell   [   ] home     Do you text?    Y       N 

 

Email __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occupation _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Congregation ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church City _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LWML Zone ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Focus Ministries Committee 

LWML Kansas District 

Jill Lowe, Vice-President 

Jill Kruse, Chairman 
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Please answer the following questions.   

 

1.  The LWML motto is “Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm 100:2).   

How do you gladly serve the Lord in your life? (Please include church groups/activities in which you have 
been active in your congregation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Why do you desire to be a Young Woman Representative for this Zone at the LWML Kansas District 
Convention? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Focus Ministries Committee 

LWML Kansas District 

Jill Lowe, Vice-President 

Jill Kruse, Chairman 
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The District Caring Service Committee has been busy planning for the Ingathering 
and Servant Events at the upcoming 2020 Convention in Topeka!  A sneak 
preview...something new is being added to our Kansas convention!  We will be 
hosting a Red Cross blood drive in the convention hotel on Friday, April 
17th.  More information to follow, including how to sign up online to donate! 

Laura Hunter. VP of Caring Service 
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NOTICE:   

The Kansas Sonshine Convention Issue  AND  The Kansas Sonshine regular Winter Issue will 

both be published in January 2020.  It’s very important to turn in your articles, convention 

information, forms, pictures, etc. by December 5!  The Convention Issue will contain all the 

information you need regarding the upcoming  LWML Kansas District Convention in Topeka in 

April 2020.  “Be Thou My Vision” will be the theme—plans are underway!   

Please mark your calendar to reserve April 17-19 to attend the convention! 

As everyone prepares for the upcoming Holiday Season in these 

next three months, God’s blessings to you!  Have a                  

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! 


